	Intramuscular Injections


Your veterinarian has just prescribed an intramuscular medication for your horse.  It is very important to give this medication in the MUSCLE only, unless otherwise directed.  We recommend dividing the dosage amount in two separate locations if the horse is getting more then 20cc per treatment.  For example, if the horse is getting 25cc-give 12.5 cc in two separate muscle sites.  

 We recommend to put the needle DEEP into the muscle first – perpendicularly – all the way to the hub (don’t be shy) and then attach the needle.  Pull back on the syringe to check for any blood.  You do NOT want blood in the syringe.  If this happens, take the needle out and try a new location.  Some medications can have an adverse reaction if they are injected directly into the bloodstream (Penicillin, vaccines, etc.) 

We recommend using a different site each time so your horse won’t get too sore.  The two main muscle groups we recommend are: the back of the thighs (buttocks area), and the neck.  For example, left neck in the morning; left buttocks in the evening.  Next day, switch to the right side.  Although some people use the hips and chest, these muscles tend to be more susceptible to swelling and soreness; therefore, we don’t recommend them.

Areas for Injection
Neck: triangular area in front of the shoulder.  At least one hand’s width below the mane. See below diagram: 
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Thighs/Buttocks: back of the thighs and below the tail head.  See below diagram:
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